
The service is a simplified Rite II utilizing weekday propers. Spoken Evening 
Prayer is conducted at 6 PM daily except Sundays during the academic year 
when it is replaced by Solemn Evensong. 
 
1. Entrance 

1.1. The congregation takes seats in the Choir. 
1.2.  The Officiant entering the Nave from the North Corridor, 

entering the sanctuary through the North Entrance. 
1.3. The Officiant reverences the altar with a Solemn Bow, then moves 

to the appropriate seat. 
1.3.1. The Rector takes the Rector's Chair (where the Dean's 

Chair would be);  
1.3.2. Other clergy take the Minister's Chair (where the Cantor's 

Chair would be). 
1.4. The congregation rises. 

2. Marian Devotion 
2.1. The Officiant announces the devotion of the day, referring 

congregants to the pew cards. 
2.1.1. During the Easter season, the devotion is the Regina Coeli. 
2.1.2. Outside of the Easter season, the devotion is the Angelus. 

2.2. All make the sign of the cross as the Officiant begins the first 
versicle. 

2.3. When the Ave Maria is recited, the Officiant alone says the first 
half of the Ave Maria. 

2.4. The congregation joins for the second half, beginning with "Holy 
Mary, mother of God..." 

 
The Opening Sentences, Confession of Sin, and Absolution are omitted. The service begins 
with the Opening Versicles on page 117.  
 
3. The Invitatory 

3.1. The sign of the cross is made as the Officiant speaks the opening 
versicle. 

3.2. A solemn bow honors the Trinity during the Gloria Patri 
3.3. The Officiant begins the Invitatory "O Gracious Light (Phos 

Hilaron) 
3.4. The congregation joins at "pure brightness of the everliving 

Father" 
4. The Psalms Appointed 

4.1. The daily psalmody follows the thirty-day cycle in the Psalter of the 
BCP. 

4.2. The Officiant announces the page where the evening's psalms 
begin and instructs the congregation that the psalmody will 
alternate sides beginning with the Officiant's side. 

4.3. A pause long enough for a full deep breath is taken at each mid-
verse asterisk.  

4.4. The Officiant speaks the opening verse to the asterisk/breath 
pause. 
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4.5. The whole congregation joins for the second half of the verse. 
4.6. All sit. 
4.7. With the second verse alternation of sides by whole verse begins, 

starting with the Officiant's side. 
4.7.1. If the Rector is officiating, the second verse begins with 

the Epistle Side; 
4.7.2. If another minister is officiating, the second verse begins 

with the Gospel Side. 
4.8. At the asterisk of the final verse of the day's psalmody, all stand. 
4.9. All join in the Gloria Patri concluding the psalmody, including a 

solemn bow to honor the Trinity. 
5. The First Lesson 

5.1. A reader from the congregation moves to the podium at the base of 
the chancel stairs. 

5.2. The reader turns, makes a solemn bow towards the altar, then turns 
back to the podium. 

5.3. The reader announces the lesson as "A reading from the X chapter 
of X". 

5.4. The reader reads the first lesson from the Old Testament following 
[whatever lectionary they use]. 

5.5. At the conclusion of the lesson, the reader says, "The Word of the 
Lord" and the congregation responds, "Thanks be to God." 

5.6. After turning and making a solemn bow, the reader returns to the 
Choir.  

6. The Magnificat 
6.1. All stand and make the sign of the cross. 
6.2. The Officiant alone begins the canticle: "My soul proclaims the 

greatness of the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God my Savior;" 
6.3. The whole congregation joins with: "for he has looked with favor 

on his lowly servant." 
6.4. At "From this day..." alternation by sides begins as in the Psalmody 

but all remain standing. 
6.4.1. If the Rector is officiating, the Epistle Side begins; 
6.4.2. If another minister is officiating, the Gospel Side begins. 

6.5. All join in the Gloria Patri concluding the canticle, including a 
solemn bow to honor the Trinity. 

7. The Second Lesson 
7.1. A reader from the congregation moves to the podium at the base 

of the chancel stairs. 
7.2. If one of the St Mary clergy other than the Officiant is present, that 

minister reads the second reading. 
7.3. If no other St Mary clergy are present, a congregant reads the 

reading. 
7.4. The reader turns, makes a solemn bow towards the altar, then turns 

back to the podium. 
7.5. The reader announces the lesson as "A reading from the X chapter 
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of X". 
7.6. The reader reads the second lesson from the Gospels following the 

appointed lesson in the Daily Office Lectionary of the BCP. 
7.7. At the conclusion of the lesson, the reader says, "The Word of the 

Lord" and the congregation responds, "Thanks be to God." 
7.8. After turning and making a solemn bow, the reader returns to the 

Choir.  
8. The Nunc Dimittis 

8.1. All stand and make the sign of the cross. 
8.2. The Officiant alone begins the canticle: "Lord, you now have set 

your servant free" 
8.3. The whole congregation joins with: "to go in peace as you have 

promised;" 
8.4. At "For these eyes of mine..." alternation by sides begins as in the 

Psalmody but all remain standing. 
8.4.1. If the Rector is officiating, the Epistle Side begins; 
8.4.2. If another minister is officiating, the Gospel Side begins. 

8.5. All join in the Gloria Patri concluding the canticle, including a 
solemn bow to honor the Trinity. 

9. The Apostles' Creed 
9.1. Still standing, the choirs facing one another, the Officiant alone 

begins the Creed: "I believe in God," 
9.2. All join at "the Father almighty..." 
9.3. The remainder of the Creed is said in unison. 

10. The Prayers 
10.1. Still standing, the Officiant begins the Greeting and receives the 

congregational response. 
10.2. The Officiant begins the Traditional version of the Lord's Prayer 

with: "Our Father" 
10.3. The congregation joins at "who art in heaven..."  
10.4. The rest of the prayer is recited in unison. 
10.5. The Officiant invariably uses Suffrages B 
10.6. The blank in the sixth petition is filled with "the glorious and ever-

blessed Virgin Mary". 
11. The Collects 

11.1. The Officiant reads the Collect of the Day. 
11.2. The additional collects are rotated as daily propers: 

11.2.1. On Monday the collect is A Collect for Peace beginning 
"Most holy God, the source of all good desires..." 

11.2.2. On Tuesday the collect is A Collect for Aid against Perils 
beginning "Be our light in the darkness, O Lord..." 

11.2.3. On Wednesday the collect is A Collect for Protection 
beginning "O God, the life of all who live..." 

11.2.4. On Thursday the collect is A Collect for the Presence of Christ 
beginning "Lord Jesus, stay with us..."  

11.2.5. On Friday the collect is A Collect for Fridays beginning 
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"Lord Jesus Christ, by your death..." 
11.2.6. On Saturdays the collect is A Collect for Saturdays beginning 

"O God, the source of eternal light..." 
11.2.7. On Sundays the collect is A Collect for Sundays beginning 

"Lord God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ..." 
11.3. The Officiant reads the appointed Prayer for Mission. 
11.4. The Prayers for Mission are also appointed as daily propers 

11.4.1. On Monday and Thursday the first prayer, beginning "O 
God and Father of all, whom the whole heavens adore...", is 
used. 

11.4.2. On Tuesday and Friday the second prayer, beginning 
"Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work...", is used 

11.4.3. On Wednesday and Saturday the third prayer, beginning 
"O God, you manifest in your servants ...", is used. 

11.4.4. [Sunday?] 
 
The hymn, authorized intercessions, The General Thanksgiving, and A Prayer of St. 
Chrysostom are omitted. 
 
12. Benediction 

12.1. The Officiant says "Let us bless the Lord." adding "Alleluia, 
alleluia" in the Easter season and receives the congregational 
response. 

12.2. The Officiant selects a Grace appropriate to the season and all 
make the sign of the cross. 

 


